SUMMPRY OF  PUUEITING

Extensive 4lScusslons were n\eld on April 18 and 20, 1988 between the
United States Food and Drug Administration (IDh) md a delegation of
the Ministry of Cauncrce, India, led by Joint Secretary to the

Covermment: of India, Mrxr, M, R. Sivaramon,

Both parties agreed to comwence the negotiation of a Memorandum of
Understanding covering Indion black pepper exported direcltly to the
United States. Mr. Bralm Dutt, Counsellor (Commerce and Pinance)
Fmbassy of India, Washington, IC and Mr. Frank M, MacKeith, Assistant
to the Director for Jni.:-.un.:lt.lonal Activities, Conbter for Pood ..Jrli[L,t'}f
ond Applied Nubtrition, .8, lw;md md Dorug Administration will serve as

liaison dwring these nr:gntiatié:uis*:,

The Autamatic Detention of black pepper from India will e lifted when
the Government of India clther by inplerenting a successiul

certification prcg;*rarm or, as per Schedule T Amex I, by presenting
evidence, in the Tomn of o qufr.'lﬂ'lﬁﬂt. nuboer of released entries, shows

that the problens have baon golvad,

In addition, both parties discussed and agreed that at a minimum:

a. The Govermiient of India will name the IExport ITnspection
Council (EIC) as. the sole agency responsible for inspecting and
cerkifying all consigrnmonts of Indian black pepper exported directlv to

the United States.

b.  The BIC will subject all Thndian black papper ovports to all tests
as are required to ensure that all censignments fullw conform to FDA
standards as contained in Schedule I Annex I.

c. The EIC will issue export certificates for only those lots which
meet the criteria specificed in Schedule I as well as the requirenents

of the Federal Food, Drug and Commetic Act.

d. The certificate, iseucd by the BEIC, i‘or each lot of Indian black
repper exported directly to the United ot..t\_,; will contain the
following information:

a. Lot identificatbion maouber;

b, MNuawzr and size of containers in the lot;

Cc. DMethdology and analytical results of the tests for
confonranee to FDA standards as contained in Sthodule T,

a. Date of the certifidate; and,

2. HName of the anthorizing official and scal of the office.

The valldated cartificate(s) will accomany the shipping manifest,



e. 'The EIC will furnish to FDA a copy of the wegulations and
procedures used to ansure that black pepper ey;mrtcvi directly fron
India to the United States cm‘:fc}nm to DA standards

f. The Spices Board of India and the EIC will share with FDA guch
information as requirxed from time to tima.

. FDA will audit sample cqtn.fmd lots of Indian black pepper
shipped directly to the United States to ensure the effectivensss and

reliability of the certification process,

h. DA shall share information gathernd as a result of its audit
sampling of certified lots of Indian black pepper with the Govermment

of India.

i, FDA shall detain the entry of all lots of Indian hlack pepper not
acconpanied by a valid certificate from the BIC or those exceeding the

criteria of Schedule I.

It was also agreed that:

a. Both parties will shove and provide «atsr“x_ shance bo cach obher when
necessary to assure the safety of black peppm enported directly to the

United States.

b. Areas of nutual cooperation w:.‘.}.1i include Lbub net be luawdled to:
Lra}_mnq, p@rqomml exchanges; ‘Aata gatheriig; technical information
updating; and, the exchange of new and/or improved methods of

ingpecting, seunpli’ng andd testing, hlack pepper,

o. Compliance with the standards of Schedule I will be determined by
using the analytical pr‘c}f“t‘ﬂurf”* doscribed in. the current edition of
*Official Metheds of Mnlysis, hssociation of Analytical Chemists®
{currently the 14th Ed,, 1984) or "Macroaﬁalytlc,al Progodures Manual®

{FDA Technical Bullc.i..:.n Mumber 5} as fappr:oprlate

d. Both parties will work towards arriving at a Memorandum of
Understanding incorpornting the above points.
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